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Editorial    Exciting times...I think 2010 will be remembered as a watershed year in Space Modelling. Back to the classic Eight major Championships’ classes – S1-Altitude; S3-Parachute; S4-Boost Glider; S5-Scale Altitude; S6-Streamer; S7-Scale; S8-RC Rocket Glider and S9-Gyrocopter. More significant maybe, is the innovation of S1-Altitude & S5-Scale Altitude being flown using electronic altimeters.

     The organisers of the 18th WSMC-Seniors & 9th WSMC-Juniors have recently issued a tender for a manufacturer to provide the necessary electronic altimeter units. This is obviously essential to ensure consistency of operation throughout the contests...FOUR Altitude classes, it must be remembered and a massive challenge for all concerned. However, we must look on all this as a vital learning experience, to create meaningful contests for the next generation. Never forget, traditional tracking by theodolite and trigonometry, was both inefficient, inconsistent and very slow.
     But enough, time to get stuck into another year of Space Modelling. I’ve no doubt that 2010 will be truly special, with ground breaking performances all round.
___________________________________________

The Calendar... time to book those holidays, once more!
OOH LA LA...I’m looking at this and thinking it’s the best Space Modelling calendar I’ve ever seen!  Three continents – Europe, Asia and America setting out their wares...looks like 2010 is going to be spectacular. But first up, let’s hear from Srdjan Pelagic:

“Check out the FAI Office’s site at.. http://events.fai.org/calendar?id=88
“...to see a finalised FAI Sporting Calendar 2010 - Space Models, with all contact details. It was first published on 16 December 2009, but the status of three events was not completely clarified because some administrative problems. Now, everything is finalised and all registered events in the World Cup classes S4A, S6A, S7, S8E/P and S9A are accepted as World Cup events.”
    “ In addition to these, there are several events, like S3A, S1B, S12A etc that are recognised as Open International – non-World Cup - events but which shall be flown at the same venues and in the same terms as the World Cup. I suggest that event organisers include, if possible, in their contests, classes eS1B and eS5B with electronic altimeters, to facilitate gathering  practical experience. It is good enough just to send a letter to the FAI Office at least 90 days before the event and ask for inclusion of such an event as an OpInt, if the WCup event is already in the Sporting Calendar. In this case it is not necessary to pay an additional sanction fee because the existing fee for the WCup event covers also OpInts, flown at the same time at the same venue.”
     “I am very happy to announce that this seems to be a competition season with greatest number of competition events so far and they will geographically extend from Korkyt Ata in Kazakhstan, to Oswego (Illinois) in the USA. We should take care to help each other to have a very good participation and organisation at all these events.”
    “Soon I shall send out precise instructions for the organisers that should help all of us to prepare documents on our events in a uniform manner, to save time and avoid errors in presentation, when producing Current Placing Lists”.

     “I wish also to remind that we shall have this year 18th World Space Modelling Championships, at Irig, in Serbia, from 21-28 August, featuring EIGHT CLASSES in both Junior and Senior classification again! We will also inaugurate the use electronic altimeters for altitude measurements. This will be a revolutionary development in our activity. Soon I will take care to send out to you very precise instructions on how to prepare electronic altimeter housings as an integral part of the model and also how to decide on number, positioning and diameter of vent holes.”
     “In recent days, the 18th WSMC organisers have sent out an Invitation for offers for electronic altimeters to producers in different countries and their response is expected before 25 January 2010, so the selection of the type should be done in next 15 days and announced in the Bulletin No 2 for 18th WSMC. We all wish to have fair and successful champ and invite all of you to friendly cooperation.”
     “I will come very soon back to you with new information, Circular Letters etc. I wish to keep you updated and well- informed on everything important for your participation in WCup events and/or 18th WSMC.”
 27-28 March
6th Catalunya Cup ~ Lleida-ESP

S4-6-8/P-9 WC + S3A, Show Models
15-18 April
Belarus Cup ~ Lida-BLR

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC + eS1B
21-22 April
Veteranov Cup ~ Mescherino

Moscow-RUS  S12/P 2.5Ns
24-25 April
Korolev Cup ~ Stupino-Moscow-RUS

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
30 Apr-2 May
Cassovia Super Cup ~ Kosice-SVK

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
7-9 May

Kaspichan Cup ~ Kaspichan-BUL

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
14-18 May
Knauf Insulation Krupka Cup 

 Srbicky Pahorek-CZE S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
21-23 May
Buzau Cup ~ Buzau-ROM

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
29-30 May
Dubnicky Maj ~ Dubnica

nad Vahom-SVK S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
5-8 June
Cup of Krakow ~ Krakow-POL

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
12-13 June
8th Sirmium Cup ~ Veliki Radinci,

Sr Mitrovica-SRB S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC + S3A
19-20 June
Vega Cup ~ Krsko Zadovinek-SLO

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
25-27 June
Antanas Gustaitis Cup ~ Marjampole-

LTU  S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
26-27 June
Great Lakes Cup ~ Oswego Il-USA

S4-6-8/P-9 WC + eS1A
2-4 July

Liepaja Cup ~ Liepaja-LAT

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
9-11 July
Suceava Cup ~ Suceava-ROM

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
16-18 July
Cup of Zielona Gora ~ Zielona Gora-

POL  S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
22-25 July
Impulse Cup ~ Shostka-UKR

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
27-30 July
Yangel Cup ~ Dneipropetrovsk-UKR

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
21-28 August
18th World Space Modelling Champs for Seniors  & 9th World Space Modelling Champs for Juniors 
Irig & Vrdnik-SRB

eS1B-S3A-S4A-eS5C-S6A-S7-S8E/P-S9A9 Snr

eS1A-S3A-S4A-eS5B-S6A-S7-S8D-S9A  Jnr
28-29 August 
9th Belgrade Cup ~ Lisicji Jarak

Belgrade-SRB
S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC + S3A
11-12 Sept 
1st Plijeva Cup ~ Plijeva-MNG

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
18-19 Sept
Equinox Cup ~ RAF Barkston Heath-UK

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
25-28 Sept
Korkyt Ata Cup ~ Baikonur-KAZ

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC
8-10 October
32nd Ljubljana Cup ~ venue TBA – SLO

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC + S3A, funnies, drinking! 

______________________________________________

Break-apart recovery... the Editor gets broken apart!

    by Jason Wentworth
A LONG time ago, I penned, ‘The Model Rocketry Handbook’, which hit the shelves in 1990. It’s well known that I don’t favour ‘break apart’ recovery systems in almost any form, or context. However, over to Jason to try and sell it to me! 
IN THE 1990 Edition of "The Model Rocketry Handbook," you criticized the break-up recovery method as being "more trouble than it's worth."  Until recently I thought exactly the same way.  The old 'noseblow recovery' system always seemed like a lash-up at best. 

     However, some old Estes model rocket plans that I've come across, in combination with odd (pleasantly surprising) flight experiences that I had with a mid-body ejection streamer-recovery model that consistently malfunctioned, have prompted me to re-think my position on break-apart recovery systems.  Examining the Estes plans more closely (links to these plans and to the plans of nine Estes break-apart recovery model rocket kits are provided below for your reference), it turns out that the mid-body ejection break-apart recovery system is actually a well thought-out design and method that has several advantages, which I will cover below. 

     After finding the Estes Sky Bird II, Mitosis, and Lil' Tinker break-apart recovery rocket plans online, I was reminded of the odd yet positive descent behaviour of my Estes Mark II (see: http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/k_02.htm and http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/estes/k_02.pdf )
...a mid-body ejection streamer-recovery rocket that was a modified version of Estes' original Astron Mark kit (see:
http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/k-02.htm and http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/estes/k-02.pdf ), ...which used the standard nose cone ejection method to deploy its streamer.  When I flew my Mark II, the streamer frequently remained stuck inside the upper portion of the rocket, but the lower section of the rocket always pulled away at ejection and remained attached by most of the length of the shock cord (a few inches of it would be jammed inside the upper section along with the streamer). 

     Despite the fact that I flew it from a hard-packed red clay cornfield that was "infested" with hard corn stubble, the Mark II never suffered as much as a scratch in all of its many "streamerless" landings.  The two connected pieces of the rocket descended in a horizontal attitude, rolling about their longitudinal axes while simultaneously rotating in a flat spin.  The Mark II never landed far from the launch pad when its streamer jammed, even when I used it as a second stage atop my Estes Apogee II's booster stage!  That booster stage with its oversized fins (and the Mark II, which also had large fins) got me thinking about the Sky Bird II, Mitosis, and Lil' Tinker break-apart rocket designs: 

     These three rocket designs used mid-body ejection, as did the Estes Super Flea break-apart rocket kit.  The lower section is approximately the same length as a typical "butt-joined" booster stage of a two-stage model, and fits into the upper section using a stage coupler (which also served as the thrust ring in the BT-20 size Lil' Tinker and the BT-5 size Super Flea).  The lower and upper portions of the model are connected together with a length of shock cord, and the launch lug is often glued onto the upper portion, flush with (even with) the separation joint.  The lower section has rather large fins, like what one would expect to see on a booster stage.  Large fins don't appear to make sense on a break-apart rocket, since it would seem that its higher velocity at landing would tend to break the fins.  This feature, however, is part of the secret of how these models work. 

     While it is certainly advisable to glue on the fins of break-apart rockets with extra reinforcement (using larger glue fillets, paper "gussets" on the fin joints, and, if possible, through-the-wall [TTW] fin joints), their larger-than-average fins create more drag during descent, and these big fins' greater aerodynamic moments help cause the rapid two-axis motions (rolling and spinning) that generate sufficient drag for safe touchdowns. 

     Break-apart recovery rockets (the mid-body ejection types) were originally developed for spot-landing competitions because their very slight wind drift makes them easier to "aim" to reach a desired landing point.  Their relative immunity to drifting also makes them excellent models for flying on windy days as well as in calm conditions.  Since they land close to the launch pad, they are ideal models to fly on small fields.  Their simplicity also makes them less prone to recovery system failure (there's no streamer or parachute to jam!) and makes them very easy and quick to prepare for launch.  Just fold the shock cord into the rocket's upper section, slide both sections together, pop in a motor and go!  (Due to these models' light weight, no elastic is necessary in the shock cord, and a length of Kevlar cord three to five times as long as the rocket will usually suffice.  To make things easier for the Kevlar from a heat and erosion point of view, I use a small amount of wadding even though, strictly speaking, it isn't necessary.) 

     Below are links to online scans of break-apart recovery model rocket plans.  Three of them are Estes Free Plans (bonus items shipped with mail orders) and plans from the Estes Rocket Design Book, and the other nine are plans of Estes kits. 

Sky Bird II (Plan No. 02 and No. 43) http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/eirp_02.htm and
http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/eirp_43.htm  

Mitosis (Plan No. 40) http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/eirp_40.htm 

Lil' Tinker (Plan No. 42 http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/eirp_01.htm 

Estes Javelin/Super Flea (#0815) http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/est0815.htm and http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/est0815.htm 

Estes Star Dart #0860 http://plans.rocketshoppe.com/estes/est0860/est0860.htm 
Estes Mini Tri-Pak #0866 http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/est0866.htm   

Estes Sparrow #0872 http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/est0872.htm 

Estes Hawkeye #0873 http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/est0873.htm 

Estes Jammin' #0890 http://plans.rocketshoppe.com/estes/est0890/est0890.htm 

Estes Lumina #0897 http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/est0897.htm and
http://www.spacemodeling.org/JimZ/estes/est0897.pdf
 

Parts for these break-apart recovery model rockets are available from Semroc Astronautics:
    www.semroc.com
I hope the readership finds this information useful.

______________________________________________

eAltimeters and their application... Srdjan Pelagic keeps us up to speed..

“I WAS informed that the selection process for electronic altimeters to be used in 18th World Spacemodelling Championships 2010 to be held in Serbia, in August, is now in the final phase. Selection results shall be published in the Bulletin No. 2 for this event that will appear very soon. Recently, I participated in an international forum on this issue, taking pro and cons from all sides. I collected in the meantime, a lot of ideas, materials, papers etc. and believe they deserve to appear in order for us to update our knowledge in this area, before everyone starts preparing their models for the greatest spacemodelling competition event in 2010. From around the globe”:

American experiences:
How to use an Altimeter:
http://www.apogeerockets.com/altimeter.asp
Making an altimeter section for your model:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJAvqsHtiNk
How do altimeters work Part 1 
http://www.apogeerockets.com/education/downloads/Newsletter240.pdf
How do altimeters work Part 2
http://www.apogeerockets.com/education/downloads/Newsletter242.pdf
     American spacemodellers have experiences with Hi-Power Rockets mostly. They think that vent holes are necessary. You shall find a Vent Hole Calculator prepared by Tony Reynolds which you can use immidiatelly to see what your model needs to have to get electronic altimeter onboard and some other thoughts on this matter.

Slovenian opinion - go with Intersema (SUI)
     This is a Swiss firm specialized in Altimeters, Barometers and similar devices and its products and principle of their work can be seen at:

http://www.intersema.ch     

     See Altimeter and click at MS5540C - there is 18 pages pdf instruction and an 12 pages article. It is not directly applicable for our purposes but seems instructive on this matter.

Polish production - Adrel:
http://www.adrel.com.pl
     Electronic Altimeters ALT-LED i ALT-USB. They think that vent holes at competition SM models are not necessary and they are not correctly feasible  because of soft materials of which space models are built.

German practice:
      Attached are some ideas of Jonas Buechl, one of the best German spacemodellers and the medalist from the FAI SM events. In addition to that it would be good for you to see some works from Marko Rocznik (Germany) available at:

http://www.rocznik.de/Marko/electronic/project/altimeter/altimeter.htm
     I wish you to enjoy reading these materials and looking at the YouTube clip.

 “I would appreciate your opinions and comments as soon as possible”.
 

Srdjan D. Pelagic, dipl.ing.

CIAM Space Models SC Chairman
___________________________________________

18th World Space Modelling Championships ~ Seniors & 9th World Space Modelling Championships ~ Juniors... Irig-Srbija, 21-28th August 2010
BULLETIN 1... and it’s a BIG ONE!  Lots & lots of information contained within – all the usual When, Where, What and Who...but also ‘Local Rules’ for the unwrapping of eS1A-Altitude. Read carefully and inwardly digest. We are indebted to Srdjan Pelagic and Vazduhoplovni savez Srbije for the expeditious publication of this priceless document. Over to Srdjan:

 

Srdjan D. Pelagic, dipl.ing.

CIAM Space Models SC Chairman
Bulletin 1 may be downloaded by going into the MK Sirmium website below. In addition, there is also a preliminary Entry Form available. [Bulletin 2 is now to be found on the same site –Editor]
MODELLING CLUB «SIRMIUM»
Ticanova 30, 22000 Sremska Mitrovica, Serbia

Phone/Fax: ++381-22-631-273

Е-mail: office@mksirmium.com  
Web: www.mksirmium.com
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Editor’s note  In the last issue, reference was made to the excellent contribution of the subject of electronic a altitude tracking and contest management by Tony Reynolds of the USA. I’d intended to publish a précis of this work within these pages. However, all of this has been summarised into the ‘Local Rules’ section of WSMC Bulletins 1 & 2 and so nothing further is needed.  
______________________________________________

Vymopo is dead...long live Vymopo! ..Marian Krause comes to the rescue

WE WERE going to lose the famous ‘Vymopo’ brand of FAI contest motors. Milan Jelinek due to retire and with the demise of co-founder, Jan Stasko – see Obituary in a recent interspace.. things looked serious. However, Marian Krause has come to the rescue and the range of motors, that so many depended upon, live to fight another day. Over to Marian..
	
	“My Dear Space Modelling friends,   

“I MUST inform you all that from the 1st January.2010, I have taken over the entire business and production facility of these model rocket motors from Slovakia.”
     “From the 1st of March.2010, production of the motors shown below will commence. For orders and information please send an email...German or Romanian preferred”.

Marian Krause ~ krause_marian@yahoo.com
1/2A1-4 ~ 1/2A4-1 -1 ~ A1-5 ~ A2-3 ~ A2-4 ~ A2-5 ~A3-1  -0 ~ A4-1  -0   ..all these motors              €1.70 each
B2-5 ~ B4-1  -0 ..these motors                €2.33 each
C7-2                ..this motor                       €2.70 each
3/4D7-0 ~ D4-0 ~ D11-3 ..these motors  €3.80 each
3/4E4-0RC      ..this motor                       €4.70 each
E4-0RC           ..this motor                       €6.00 each
E20-2              ..this motor                       €7.00 each
    “ I look forward to hearing from you soon.”



______________________________________________

UK History ~ the F36-5 Story! ..John Pitfield tells it like it is..
NOTHING was available in the UK in the early to mid-1980s. Nobody without ‘Stateside connections could get anything related to Model Rocketry-Space Modelling. The simplest Estes model rocket kits were a dream...and we didn’t even dream about getting hold of any of the Model Rocket Motors!! Then along came a character called John Pitfield..
    ..The sunny expanse of the Petworth Park front lawn was the setting for a British Space Modelling Association (BSMA) model rocket meeting on 17 June 1984. Numerous model rockets took to the air during the afternoon including the first public exhibition flight of the new British model motor called F36-5. It had been built into a test rocket called XRC-637 and was fired from Paul Clark's launcher. This was the sixth F36-5 production motor and the flight was perfect to peak in altitude at 900 feet, pretty much where the parachute opened to lower the rocket about 100 yards away where I caught it before it touched the ground. It had been my 2766th rocket since 1973 and the 65th to use a parachute.

     When approached to produce a model motor for the BSMA in 1981, my first task was to appraise all the existing motors of a small size that we were using at the factory. Typically each potential motor was used in test vehicles and flown to establish altitude capability with vehicles weighing about that expected of a scale model. Dozens of motor sizes and hundreds of flights were made and most contenders were rejected after analysis of their characteristics ruled them out for various reasons.

     There were two main types of test involved. The first was thrust : time testing of a sufficiently large sample to get a reliable average thrust curve. The second type of test was flight testing using expendable test flight vehicles with a spread of launch weights to give launch acceleration of between seven and fifteen times "g" and then to determine the exact altitude achievable. What seems strange to modellers, is that parachute recovery of these test vehicles is actually a menace to calculating maximum altitude. The ballistic behaviour of a clean vehicle which goes up then down, with both legs of that journey timed accurately can give an altitude accuracy of less than twenty feet (6m) over a height of 1000 feet (300m). Also a huge data reserve of coefficient of air resistance values for certain shapes builds up for future application.

     Eventually it was found that the best contender for a model motor would be a cardboard-cased version of an proven motor grain that had been operational since the 1970s. That motor had a metal nozzle which would not be allowed for a model motor, so after a brief trial period when plastic casings were tried, a cardboard case was decided upon, which had an outside diameter of 40mm. This dimension remained constant because 2000 tubes were ordered...work began on a clay nozzle.

     The initial phase of development was called the "Interim Model Motor" or IMM and IMM-1 was fired on 12 November 1983 and called STATIC-619. By the fourth test the motor was firing reliably such that the first flight was made with IMM-12 on 27 February 1984 in a test vehicle called XRC-588. Just over two weeks later Pad-22 rumbled to the sound of eight flight vehicles, all of different weights which gave an altitude spread to enable the first performance graph to be produced.

     A total of forty-two IMMs were fired in static thrust test and flight test to determine exact performance and also to improve reliability to almost 100 percent during those five months over the winter of 1983-84. The first prototype-production motor called F36-5(1) was fired as STATIC-695 on 4 April 1984 on Thrust-Stand-1 - our smallest Stand of fifteen Stands available at the time. Our largest Stand at that time could measure a thrust of over one tonne, which was used for our main work.

     It was quite clear that the F36-5 motor was entirely suitable for "growth" as we call it in the rocket business, and that over the course of some years it could be improved in a number of ways. This was the reason that the "American" system of naming model motors was rejected at the beginning. The motor did have a thrust of 36 Newtons and a delay of about 5 seconds, but "365" was also chosen, as a trade name, to be the number of days in a year, and the "F" bit comes from the fact that it is just inside the F-group total impulse band.

     During April and May 1984, the expulsion [ejection] charge was developed, which consisted of a top-fuse and a small amount of burst charge in a container at the top of the F36-5 motor to pop out the modeller's parachute after the burn was completed. Only four firings were needed to sort this out and after a major design change in 1986 has remained much the same ever since.

     The public demonstration of 17 June 1984, at Petworth, led on to many flights at BSMA meetings through the next few years, until the late 1980s. During that time and indeed since then, a continuous series of quality control, modification testing, continuous development and analysis work has been undertaken, such that a total of 232 company firings have been made of the F36-5 in its various versions.

     It has to be said the business plan for this motor has been a total failure. As soon as the American motors became available, almost all the modellers switched to the US products and the balance sheet for the motor shows a huge loss. A few loyal customers have kept with the "limey-motor" and in my view these are the real heroes of British rocketry.

     In the late 1980s and early 1990s we conducted a marketing experiment. Half the new customers were supplied with motors with a sticker of an American flag on the motor. Those modellers who thought it was an American motor ordered over twice as many motors in future orders than those customers supplied with motors without the American flag sticker.

     Luckily for the F36-5 the motor was used commercially for other purposes, so the production line didn't close immediately after this severe drop in sales. About a dozen other motors developed for modellers, did however, get cancelled in that time. These included C, D, G and H motors and an RMS motor produced in some numbers in the early 1990s.

     One other factor in the reduced effort of these products stems from the misinterpretation of English Law. A manufacturer is NOT liable for how his product is used by the customer. A typical example is that Vauxhall is not held responsible for crashes that their cars are involved in. In the mid to late 1990s a couple of incidents involved modellers’ rockets crashing through people's greenhouses. On both occasions the police arrived on my door step to try to get restitution through me. Utter nonsense of course, but a situation that I will not accept. This has gone down in my own history as "the greenhouse effect".

     The motor currently marketed as the F36-5 is definitely the best version of the 25 year-old design and is still being used up and down the country...and reportedly in other places, as far away as South Africa. There are two new versions, one featuring a light-weight plastic nozzle and also an uprated thrust version. Furthermore, finally the motor is to be e-marked in a series of tests in 2009 and 2010 which will cost between £2000 and £3000.

Rocket Services F36-5 Specifications (nominal)

Diameter:

40mm

Length:

76mm

Weight:

100g

Peak Thrust:

3.6 kgf - 4.2kgf

Burn (inc delay):
5.5s

Editor’s note   OH BOY...I was part of all this!  I remember the first outing of the F36-5, at the Petworth Kite Festival, in 1984 and the very spectacular flight – the straightest & highest all day – and the brilliant recovery, just as “Jonny Pitt” describes it.

     F36-5?!?  ..as described, this was never a High Power Rocketry (even Mid-power) motor. Most of us who used it regularly likened it to Estes’ D12-3. The difference was, much more smoke and a bright yellow tongue of flame, anything up to 30cm (12”) long. Remember, at the time, access to specialist components – body tubes & nosecones – was virtually non-existent and we were building rockets out of commercial cardboard tubes, kitchen towel roll inners and the like. The F36-5 made most things possible.

     And it’s still out there!  Despite the ‘American Invasion’ ...Estes, Quest, Aerotech etc, F36-5 remains one of the finest Model Rocket Motors available. The new versions are spectacularly good – much better than the embryonic versions that serviced our needs during the 1980s. And with the prices seen in the shops, £10 for a pack of three 5Ns ‘B’ motors...well, bigger is often better, but now often cheaper too!!

     Seriously, treat yourselves to a pack or three and re-live the exciting days we used to indulge at Petworth Park, Plumpton & Brighton Racecourses, Yatesbury and all the other places! 
______________________________________________

Ringpiece..  just about enough for this issue, I think..

GLOBAL, this issue has been pretty global, with contributions from Serbia, United States, Germany/Romania and...the United Kingdom!
WE’VE not even featured any upcoming FAI Sporting Code rules proposals...they can wait. What’s vital is to get the 2010 season off to a good start...

 27-28 March
6th Catalunya Cup ~ Lleida-ESP

S4-6-8/P-9 WC + S3A, Show Models
15-18 April
Belarus Cup ~ Lida-BLR

S4-6-7-8/P-9 WC + eS1B
     ..Plenty on offer there, with Catalunya the first chapter of what should be a spectacular series. Belarus offers the chance to see how eS1B works using electronic altimeters: we await reports.

     Altimeters – it’s all still in the melting pot. By the time August comes round, we will all need to be World Authorities on these things. It’s all pretty exciting...REVOLUTION, rather than Evolution! 

John Pitfield  ...and who is this?!?  A new name to the majority of the readership, but not a new name to UK Rocketry – be it Model, or bigger.
     Your Editor met John for the first time, at Plumpton Racecourse, during the early-1980s. The British Space Modelling Association was just born and organising get-togethers around the south and west of England, where a surprising amount of rocket launching took place. Surprising?!? ..remember there was nothing in the shops and most of us hadn’t sorted out ‘Stateside connections’, at this stage. John always had stuff to fly...and always had a camera too – a Pentax. This was used to snap boosts great and not so great and inspired your Editor to do the same.
     F36-5...read the story again, for it is a vital element of UK Model Rocketry – Space Modelling. John is a key member of that exclusive little club, which included...Paul Clark, the late Ric Swan, Nigel Parry-Jones, someone with a name like mine...and others, who kept going when nothing seemed to be happening. But John was different...he came up with a product that we could all use and kept the activity going. Without him, it is likely UK Model Rocketry – Space Modelling would have died a death. I propose a Vote of Thanks for an exemplary contribution!

Plug Point..  ...MODEL ROCKETRY, a book I penned for Traplet Publications, during the 1990s has long since sold out. As Author, I haven’t even got a copy here!  So if anyone knows of a good copy somewhere, I will gladly purchase it!  When I contacted Traplet in August 2009 wanting a couple, they said, “Sorry, we’ve got none left..”  Then MD Tony Stephenson came on and said, “..but would you consider writing another?”  Being of unsound mind, I responded, “YES!!”
     I must report that the finished text, photographs – traditional & digital – and a worldwide selection of drawings, were delivered to Traplet Publications, early in February. Chapter headings cover the following: spectrum of model rocketry – space modelling; design and construction; propulsion systems; recovery methodologies; stability in flight; aerodynamics; launch pads & systems; rocket boosted gliders; scale models and contest Space Modelling. And that’s not all, this one relates my travels around the World & European Champs, World Cup and domestic Space Modelling circuit too.
     No publication date has yet been decided, but will be during 2010. But be sure to get a copy, as most of you get a mention somewhere!
oooooOooooo
interspace..


