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Editorial  Just in case we thought entry statistics in 2008 were just a ‘blip’...read on to find reports of huge World Cups, flown to a mega standard!!
___________________________________________

Krupka Cup 2009… 15-17 May ‘09 ~ Krupka, Ceska republika..just bigger & bigger!
MASSIVE…absolutely massive!!  Space Modelling in Ceska has long been special but Bedrich Pavka & wife Vera Pavkova – CD, managed to lay on the biggest and best World Cup of 2009 so far.  >80 flyers from Poland, Czech Republic, Germany, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland, Romania & Latvia.  And the flying standard…suck on this lot..
S4A-Boost Glider World Cup (52 starters)

1 Jan CHMELIK

CZE 179 138 180 = 497s
2 Peter MATUSKA
SVK 180 124 180 = 484s
3 Szymon BYRTEK
POL 163 114 180 = 457s
S6A-Streamer Duration World Cup (62 starters!?!)

1 Leszek MALMYGA
POL 103 138 180 = 390s

2 Krzystof PRZYBYTEK
 POL150 127 102 = 379s

3 Eryk JASZKIM
POL 180   91   96 = 367s

S9A-Gyrocopter Duration World Cup (47 starters)

1 Leszek MALMYGA
POL 180 180 180 = 540s

2 Jaroslav CHMELIK
CZE 180 152 180 = 512s

3 Jonas BUECHL
GER 180 167 180 = 467s

S7-Scale World Cup (20 starters)

1 Bedrich PAVKA
CZE Ariane 44LP
808 + 203 = 1011pt
2 Martin PAVKA
CZE Ariane 44LP




787 + 208 = 995pt

3 Wojciech KRZYWINSKI POL Ariane 4




767 + 226 = 9993pt

Amazing standard…and how often do you see Gabi & Geeks Constantinescu (ROM) propping up the rest?!?

S8E/P-RC Rocket Glider World Cup (18 starters)

1 Edward WOWRY
POL 1000 1000  978 1000 = 3978

2 Leszek MALMYGA
POL 1000  973  928   970 = 3871

3 Tomas JANKECH
POL 1000 1000  843  968 = 3811
Phew...just magnificent and time to acknowledge a few more names who made this party so special..
FAI Jury – Joze Cuden (SLO); Lubomir Jurek (SVK) & Evzen Soucek (CZE)

Scale Judges – Zygmunt Janecky (POL); Jiri Kaspar (CZE) & Arnis Baca (LAT) + the dedicated measuring team of Stefan Buraj & Marek Pavka (both CZE)...worked to death! 
RSO – Jan ‘Mr Zero’ Maixner (SVK)...on overtime, the busiest man all weekend!

Comment   And you thought I was joking last time, when I hinted that one day, participants might have to ‘qualify’ before taking part in a World Cup!  Not so very long ago, 80 starters represented a good World Championships field – certainly a super European/Asian Championships’ startlist; Krupka was ‘just’ a World Cup.
     News has begun to filter back that there was controversy in class S4A-Boost Glider. There has been some difficulty in interpreting all 2009 Sporting Code changes and some arrived at Krupka in a spirit of déjà vu..   These pages were critical of the S4-Boost Glider proposals when published, suggesting that increasing the motor impulse to 5Ns and implementing a minimum glider mass would be a better way forward. Are we savouring the sticky, sickly taste of fudge?!? 
______________________________________________
Buzau Cup 2009… 22-24 May ‘09 ~ Buzau, Romania

ANOTHER good one!  Lucian Sercaianu copies us in…remember Romania have been given 2011’s 13th European Space Modelling Champs and Buzau put down a marker during this weekend. Into the podiums:
S4A-Boost Glider World Cup (24 starters)

1 Alexandru NICA
ROM 180 168 180 = 528s

2 George BORCAN
ROM 180 180 156 = 516s

3 Geeks CONSTANTINESCU ROM 180 150 180 = 510s

S6A-Streamer Duration World Cup (24 starters)

1 Zoran KATANIC
SRB    97 108 113 = 318s

2 Nicolae RADU
ROM   87   94 134 = 315s

3 Marian KRAUSE
ROM 106 103 105 = 510s

S7-Scale World Cup (10 starters)

1 Gabi CONSTANTINESCU
ROM
Ariane 3



728 + 230 = 958pts

2 Ovidu NICA

ROM

Ariane 3

700 + 180 = 880pts
3 Vladimir CIPCIC
SRB

Nike Tomahawk
612 + 135 = 747pts

S8E/P-RC Rocket Glider World Cup (4 starters)

1 Victor PRICOP
ROM   773 1000 1000 = 2773pts

2 Vladimir CIPCIC
SRB  1000   910   761 = 2671pts

3 Dumitru PANAITE
ROM   670   571   973 = 2214pts

S9A-GyrocopterDuration World Cup (25 starters)

1 Gabi CONSTANTINESCU ROM 180 158 150 = 488s

2 Ovidu NICU

ROM
143 180 137 = 460s

3 Valentina MEREUTA
ROM
180 120 123 = 423s

We saw entries from Romania, Russia, Germany and Serbia. A very good event, the FAI Jury of Lucian Sercaianu (ROM), Rita Krause (GER) & Nicolae Maxim (ROM) had little to deliberate on. Scale Judges, Ion Guzu (ROM), Florica Sercaianu (ROM) & Dragos Otelea (ROM) got it right and RSOs Marian Krause & Ion Guzu kept it safe throughout…no grumbles then. Well done, CD Mircea Chisling and well done Buzau!
______________________________________________
Flying wings, by Horten… Jason Wentworth provides a pleasant diversion..
NOT QUITE a ‘Rocket Glider’, but the next best thing!  Once more, Jason Wentworth cuts the mustard with these super designs. But enough from the Editor, over to Jason for the details..
“CHRIS STACHEN, in the UK [where have I heard that name before?!? – Ed]  just sent me a set of peanut scale model plans - see the two attached PDF files - of the German Horten IIIb Flying Wing sailplane and its powered Horten IIId motorglider variant.  He got it from his friend Bill Brown, a fellow model builder & flyer, and the plans were drawn by Bob Marchese here in the USA.  It should be mentioned that Bob Marchese's plans service is long defunct”.

     “Chris Strachan has tried rubber power, a Gasparin G24 CO2 motor, and Rapier model jet propulsion motors in his Horten IIId model, all with varying levels of success.  His best results so far have been with a Brown A23 CO2 motor.  The Horten IIId plans show a HiLine Micro-4 electric motor installation”.

     “The unpowered Horten IIIb model is also small enough to be launched as a parasite-type model rocket boost-glider - or as an Estes Nighthawk-style pop pod boost glider with a bit of vertical fin area on the pod for yaw stability during powered flight.  The Horten has a much lower sink rate than the Nighthawk, though”.

     “Naturally, over to you guys in the UK [and the rest of the World – Ed] to give the bird a whirl. Let me know how you get on. I hope the material provided will be helpful”.

Open Attachment Horten IIIb sheet 1.pdf 
Open Attachment 


Horten IIIb sheet 2.pdf 
Editor’s note…   Magic or what?!?  When I saw these designs, I thought of a UK Space Modeller by the name of Verney Montague. Verney’s free flight rocket planes put the rest to shame and it’s to be hoped he finds time to check out the Horten prototypes.

     In fact, post-World War 2, the Northrop Corporation in the United States developed the Horten concept further, producing a couple of prototype intercontinental flying wing bombers for the Cold War. The Northrop YB-49 was a prototype jet-powered flying wing medium bomber aricraft developed by for the United States Air Force shortly after World War 2. It was a development of the piston-engined YB-35 and the two YB-49s actually built were both converted YB-35 test aircraft. The aircraft was never to enter production, however, being passed over in favour of the more conventional Convair B-36 in service. Northrop might have lost out in the short term, but the concept found its way out of the back of the filing cabinet when the idea of ‘Stealth Bombers’ were conceived.

     Thanks are offered to Jason Wentworth, in Alaska-USA, for this marvellous contribution.
______________________________________________
UK Space Nats 2009… 23-24 May ‘09 ~ RAF Barkston Heath

          by Geoff Seabrook

BUT first the Editor.. UK’s FAIRocketry group (FAIR) set up the UK 2009 Space Modelling National Championships, hosted in conjunction with the age-old BMFA National Free Flight Model Aircraft Championships. Contest Director, Geoff Seabrook, did a super job throughout a weekend notable for fantastic weather conditions. The winners are shown below, together with the honour of the Baikonur Trophy – the Victor/Victrix Ludorum. Maybe Geoff’s greatest achievement was persuading your Editor to attend, during a very busy weekend! Some of the flying was World Class and Congratulations are offered to the 2009 Champions - off we go..
S3A-Parachute Duration



   1 Catherine JACOMB




   2 Nigel BATHE





   3 Ian DOWSETT 
S4A-Boost Glider




    1 Nigel BATHE





   2 Mike FRANCIES




   3 Trevor SEABROOK 

S6A-Streamer Duration



   1 Mike FRANCIES




   2 Trevor SEABROOK




   3 Benedykt KLEJNOW
S7-Scale





   1 Stuart LODGE
ИнTеркосмос..
  
   2 Grant GIBSON
Black Brant
   

  3 Trevor SEABROOK
NASA Scout
S8E/P-RC Rocket Glider



   1 Mike FRANCIES




  2 Nige BATHE





   3 Jef OTT 
S9A-Gyrocopter Duration

                            1 Mike FRANCIES




   2 Nige BATHE





  3 John JACOMB  

     The Baikonur Cup is awarded to the person with the most points in all the classes at the Championships. 2009’s winner was Nigel Bathe.  No Gold, but high scoring in all classes meant he beat Trevor Seabrook by just six points, with Mike Francies in third.
     The event saw some simply amazing flights, courtesy of the perfect weather.  Of special note were Verney Montague and Ian Dowsett's S3A-Parachute flights.  Verney’s lost its nosecone, so DQ’d, but both went out of sight [site too?!? – Ed] vertically in lift.  About an hour and a half later someone said,  "..isn't that a parachute model coming down over there?" ...and lo and behold, both models came down in the airfield  [so both back in sight and  on-site.. – Ed].  Trevor Seabrook kept his boost glider in sight using for about thirty minutes using binoculars, watching it go up and down like a lift...in Lift !  ...before eventually going out of sight  [etc..etc.. – Ed].  
     We also saw the first attempts at S1B-Altitude using an electronic altimeter and S11-RC Spaceplane.  However, readings could not be obtained from the tiny altimeter despite two impressive S1B flights.  With Verney launching the S11, with Mike at the controls, it was always going to interesting.  The flight was more Wacky Racers than Spaceplane, with the model going horizontal at about 30 feet (10 metres), Mike desperately trying to get it under control.  It stuck in – almost undamaged! - about 100 yards (100 metres) from the launch site.
Editor’s note.. Thanks are offered to Ian Dowsett, who judged the S7-Scale models very competently, under less than perfect conditions. Your Editor & Interkosmos good enough for Gold. Well done, Grant Gibson of MARS/EARS, in 2nd. Super Space Nationals.
______________________________________________
10th Stip Cup… 30-31 May ‘09 ~ Stip, Macedonia

             by Srdjan Pelagic

TEN STIP Cups…amazing!  A whole decade of organising one of the better World Cups in the calendar. Naturally, your Editor attended the event in 2008…but remembers it more for the fadeout on the streets of Zagreb and stressful week in Intensive Care.. Enough of my ramblings, Mr Pelagic takes up the reporting..
“”CONGRATULATIONS to Stanisa Petrovic, Georgi Georgievski and their many associates for organising this very successful and pleasant FAI World Cup event”.

     “Participants from six countries – Bulgaria, Macedonia, Romania, Russia, Slovenia and Serbia – contested the medals in the true spirit of Sport. In addition, the World Cup embraced two important celebrations for this area - 10th Stip Cup and 85th Anniversary of the Aero Club Stip”.

     “The event was formally declared open by the Mayor of Stip. Another guest of honour was Todor Shimanski, president of Vozduhoplovna Federacija na Makedonija, who has also served a decade as President of Aero Klub Stip”.

     “A special ceremony in the town centre was dedicated to 85th Anniversary of Aero Klub Stip (AeK Stip) and attended by more than 200 guests. A sensational 700 page historical revue of AeK Stip, penned by Todor Kralev, was presented there and was available for purchase with the author's signature”.

     “The most important thing for Space Modellers in this book is the declaration that the legendary Stanisa Petrovic, Space Models sub-Committee member for Macedonia and National Team Manager for many years,  Stanisa is ..the most successful Sportsmen across all Sports in Macedonia for his achievements in World, European Championships & World Cups..
...There are no words good enough, so please just accept our sincere congratulations!”
     “The 10th Stip Cup was very friendly and fiercely competitive event, with exemplary sportsmanship on display. For your information, the Sporting Airfield offers an excellent flying field for Space Modellers, with all necessary facilities. The most unusual aspect is that the launch area is located only ~80m from the hangar for full-size sports aircraft because a steady wind always blows down the runway, away from the hangar!”
    “This year, the weather was cloudy, with rain on the first day with gentle breezes, but Sunday was clear, sunny and very warm. I recommend everyone who can, to attend 11th Stip Cup – same time in 2010”...

S4A-Boost Glider World Cup (21 starters)

1 Ilija SPASOV

MKD
180 180 180 = 540s
2 Florica SERCAIANU
ROM
171 180 180 = 531s

3 Zika JOSIPOVIC
SRB
166 190 169 = 515s

S6A-Streamer Duration World Cup (30 starters)

1 Sava MARKUS
SRB
117   92 107 = 316s

2 Zika JOSIPOVIC
SRB
106 109   92 = 303s

3 Gennady POLTAVETS RUS
106  91 100 = 297s

S7-Scale World Cup (7 starters)
1 Vladimir CIPCIC
SRB
Saturn 1B





775 + 65 = 840pt

2 Zika JOSIPOVIC
SRB
Taurus Tomahawk B




621 + 105 = 726pt

3 Sava MARKUS
SRB
Nike Tomahawk





612 + 100 = 712pt

S8E/P-RC Rocket Glider World Cup (9 starters)

1 Mitija ZGAJNER
SLO




1000 1000 1000  625 = 3625pt
2 Vladimir CIPCIC
SRB




  957   733   758 1000 = 3448pt

3 Nebojsa DIKIC
SRB




  910    DQ   523   906 = 2339pt

S9A-Gyrocopter Duration World Cup (16 starters)

1 Toshko DRAGOV
BUL
105 180 154 = 439s

2 Florica SERCAIANU
ROM
  75 140 124 = 339s

3 Gennady POLTAVETS RUS
  88   89 128 = 305s

The Editor concludes - FAI Jury of Srdjan Pelagic (SRB), Todor Manev (MKD) & Anda Karakolev (MKD) played a key role in ensuring this World Cup lived up to the occasion. Scale Judges, Nikola Cvjeticanin (SRB), Miodrag Cipcic (SRB) & Tone Petrov (MKD) judges a very similar selection of prototypes very well. Looks like RSO Georgi Georgieski got all the calls right. Looks like Loggi missed out on a super weekend! Looks like Stanisa Petrovic has laid down a marker for interspace.. Space Modeller of 2009 – but we’ll see?!?
______________________________________________
Space Shuttle Atlantis... Jef Ott posts a gobsmacker!
NOW…your Editor quite rates himself as a bit of a photographer. The pictures on the links provided below have caused a rethink!  <<Formidable.. l’images sans pareil..>>
Mere words from the editor offer nothing, go swiftly to..
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nasahqphoto/3531410425/in/set-72157617823159021/
If you liked the shuttle image you may like the whole mission.... http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2009/05/hubbles_final_servicing_missio.

interspace..  prides itself on retaining links with full-size Aerospace and the collection above continues the tradition. Thanks are offered to Jef Ott for sourcing this and also to Southern England Rocket Flyers (SERFs), who posted it on their excellent ‘page.
_________________________________________________________________
FAI World Air Games 2009… Turin hosted the latest bonanza ~ 6-14 June ‘09   
      by the Editor
YOUR Editor & Ian Dowsett attended the 1st World Air Games, in Turkey, during September 1997. It was a brilliant concept, aggregating all FAI disciplines together, at locations around the country and attracted participants from all over the World. Space Modelling featured and embraced an open European Champs. A fantastic success, even allowing for the inexperience of the organisers. So what happened in 2009?!?
Read more about the Air Sports featured and their involvement in the ‘Games on the 2009 FAI World Air Games website:   www.worldairgames.org/2009

        Based at the Aeritalia airfield in Turin, Italy, the FAI World Air Games showcased the exciting and often adrenaline-filled world of Air Sports. From the precise and exact skills required in Aeromodelling F3A Aerobatics, to the fast action of the Hang Glider Speed Run, each activity offered something different to the spectator. The events were...
Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Ballooning, Experimental Aircraft, Gliding, Hang Gliding, Helicopters, Microlights, Parachuting and Paragliding ...  ..both the Gliding and the Ballooning competitions could be followed live, thanks to a cutting edge system of satellite tracking. Sophisticated trackers linked to the Iridium satellite network, enabled spectators to follow the pilots' tactical decisions live on big screens at Torino Aeritalia airfield as well as on the internet. Brilliant  ...but where was Space Modelling?!?
OBITUARY

 Ján Staško 
7th July 1929 – 16th June 2009
EVERY so often we lose one of the ‘Founding Fathers’ of Space Modelling. This is one of those sad occasions and we are grateful to Srdjan Pelagic to pen this tribute to a man truly larger than life.
TODAY I received very sad news from Milan Jelinek, in Slovakia.   Ing. Ján Staško, one of the original founders of Space Modelling in what was then Czechslovakia, departed this life very recently, after a long period of illness, in his home town of Dubnica nad vahom. 
     Ján was a participant in Dubnicky Maj during the year of 1966 – absolutely the original  FAI Space Modelling international event. For decades, he was responsible for the production of the famous Slovak model rocket motors. 

     Ján and I first met during 1966 and our friendship was focused on building the prosperity of Space Modelling and continued for decades. A top engineering professional, he was a very kind man, fully devoted to all Space Modelling issues and always ready to help anyone at any time. His passing away is a great loss for our activity, not only for Slovakia, but for the whole global community. 

     I extend my sincere condolences to his son Ján jr and naturally to the whole Staško family.

 Srdjan D. Pelagic, dipl.ing.

FAI Vice-President from Serbia and

CIAM Space Models Subcommittee Chairman

 Condolences may be forwarded  to the email address of  Jan Stasko jr    jan.stasko@jfmed.uniba.sk
interspace..  is deeply honoured to publish a detailed resume of his Father by Dr Ján Staško jr, at a difficult and painful time for all the family.
“MY FATHER was the only son of a Slovak farming family in the village of Socovce - district town Martin, in former-Czechoslovakia. During his childhood he worked hard at his parent’s farm. Later, when the Communist Party took over the government of Czechoslovakia in 1948, he began his studies at the Comenius University in Bratislava (at Presburg) and the Academy of Zapotocky, in Brno in the field of Chemistry. His studies were employed in his job in the new enterprise called Konštrukta, in Trenčín. He worked for Konštrukta over a period of 40 years and became an accomplished expert in the Chemistry of Explosives!  As you know, after leaving Konštrukta and due to retire, he developed his interests further, by making motors for Space Modelling, in conjunction with fellow worker and good friend, Milan Jelínek. They established a company called „VYMOPO“, which is an abbreviation of the Slovak words meaning Manufacturing of Modelling Devices. He developed his links with other people – fellow enthusiasts in Space Modelling. This company lasted until this year, when my father de-registered it”.

     “My father was awarded many times with diplomas and medals from the local Space Modelling Organisation in Dubnica nad vahom, near Trenčín, from the sport military organisation titled „ZVAZARM“, that is during the time of the rule of Communism in Czechoslovakia and also from Konštrukta. Sadly, these medals & diplomas are long gone”.

      “My father married Oľga Stašková (nee Frličková), in 1954. They lived for two years in Trenčianske Teplice – a health spa near Trenčín - and moved on to Trenčín. Oľga died in 1993, following a heart attack. They took very good care of their two children – me and my younger sister Tatiana – who were subsequently to produce 5 grandchildren, Jan, Michal, Zuzana,  Adriana & Pavol. My father continued his life in Trenčín, until being taken to hospital in Martin, where he subsequently died as a result of a malignant cancer”. 

     “Sister Tatiana Volarová lives with her husband Fedor Volar, also in Trenčín. Tatiana is a doctor employed by a Social Insurance company and bringing up 2 children”. 

     “My family lives in the town of Martin and similarly I am also a Physician at the Faculty Hospital, Department. of Haematology, and also at Jessenius Faculty of Medicine, Comenius University in Martin, as a vice-dean for PhD and specialty studies. My wife is called Katarína – a Physician-Rheumatologist and we have 3 children”.

June 22nd, 2009                                               Ján Staško, jr.
_________________________________________________________________
9th Sirmium Cup… Sremska Mitrovica-SRB ~13-14 June’09

DRESS REHEARSAL then! The organization team under the eagle eye of Andrija Ducak put together another classic, in the run-up to the 12th European Space Modelling Championships. This one looked good from the start and only work commitments kept me from attending. But enough from me, some names you’ve heard before..
S4A-Boost Glider World Cup (27 starters) 

   1 Kiril EGOROV

RUS
180 x 3 + 300 = 840s
2 Florica SERCAIANU
ROM
180 x 3 + 245 = 785s

3 Zika JOSIPOVIC
SRB
180 x 3 +   96 = 636s

S6A-Streamer Duration World Cup (37 starters)

1 Radojica KATANIC
SRB
180 180   70 = 430s
2 Deloria DEHELJIAN
SRB
  61 180 180 = 421s

3 Toshko DRAGOV
BUL
142 180 158 = 369s

S7-Scale World Cup (7 starters)

1 Vladimir CIPCIC
SRB
Saturn 1B
772+100 = 872pt

2 Markus SAVA

SRB
Nike Tomahawk


609+110 = 779pt

3 Loka VOLAREVIC
SRB
Nike Tomahawk


552+130 = 682pt

S9A-Gyrocopter Duration World Cup (23 starters)
1 Milan PETKOVIC
SRB
169 140 165 = 474s

2 Florica SERCAIANU
ROM
  82 180 180 = 435s

3 Egor LARIN

RUS
  75 180 180 = 435s

The FAI Jury of Joze Cuden (SLO), Srdjan Pelagic (SRB) & Andrtija Ducak oversaw a truly great event – reassuring with August drawing ever closer.  The Scale Judges’ panel of Nikola Cvjeticanin (SRB), Stanisa Petrovic (MKD) & Miodrag Cipcic (SRB) had a pretty easy time of it!  Well done too, RSO Slobodan Maksic, supervising the Range to a very high standard.

_________________________________________________________________
5th Vega Cup… Zadovinek-SLO ~19-20 June’09

VEGA CUPS are FUN!  ..and 2009’s edition no exception, despite heavy rain on the Saturday. Organising club, ARK Vega put together a good selection of classes, but were let down a little by the poor weather on Saturday. The party that evening apparently made up for it! Not too much more to report here…into the podiums..
S4A-Boost Glider World Cup (8 starters) 

   1 Zika JOSIPOVIC
SRB
110 180 170 = 460s
2 Marjan JENKO
SLO
180 103   70 = 353s

3 Alja MAKUC

SLO
122   47   86 = 255s

S6A-Streamer Duration World Cup (16 starters)

1 Toni MAZZARACCHIO ITA
  97 141 128 = 366s

2 Zika JOSIPOVIC
SRB
105   85   93 = 283s

3 Goran TIMOTIJEVIC
SRB
  60 109   86 = 255s

S9A-Gyrocopter D’tion World Cup (10 starters)
1 Radojica KATANIC
SRB
134 158 164 = 457s

2 Goran TIMOTIJEVIC
SRB
  96 118 180 = 394s

3 Zika JOSIPOVIC
SRB
109 132 131 = 372s

S8E/P-RC Rocket Glider World Cup (5 starters)

1 Blaz GRGIC

SLO
2819pt total

2 Kristijan CRNOJA
SLO
2758pt total

3 Mitija ZGAJNER
SLO
2743pt total
FAI Jury of Andrija Ducak (SRB), Joze Cuden (SLO) & Nikola Cvjeticanin (SRB) looked after a small, but very good event. Credit is due to CD Mitija Zgajner and the ARK Vega Klub throughout. RSOs Marjan Cuden, Zoran Sarskovic & Srecko Lendaro had it easy.


     Good to see that Antonio Mazzaracchio seems to have lost none of his aplomb…or was it Paola calling the shots ‘behind the scenes’!  Nice to see Alja Makuc on a podium once more – well done babe!
______________________________________________________________
Spaced-out Rockets… Royal Gunpowder Mills,  Waltham Abbey-UK   4-5 July’09

         by the Editor
FORTY YEARS ago, Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins blasted off atop Apollo 11, culminating in “..one small step for a Man; one giant leap for Mankind”. Appropriate therefore, to hold a Rocket & Space Event as a commemoration. In conjunction with the United Kingdom Rocketry Association (UKRA), your scribe embarked on a weekend of Model Rocketry Workshops – sponsored by Ripmax, boosting birds, British Model Flying Association and public relations. 

Royal Gunpowder Mills…quite a mouthful to savour and pretty emotive too!  Go to the RGM’s super webpage:  www.royalgunpowdermills.com  ..which describes itself beautifully. English history in the raw is set down; the site a living monument over more than three hundred years. Contemporary explosives like  Nitrocellulose, Nitroglycerine and related explosives/propellants, took over from the ‘black stuff’ during the 20th Century. And naturally, the place has for ever been a Health & Safety blackspot, literally a death trap for 100s of workers over the long period of use. The Rocket & Space Event seemed sure to be exciting, but much, much, safer for all concerned and included the following:
Model Rocket workshops – ‘Build your own Rocket’ & Rocket Motor Firings 

‘Laffin-Gas’– Hybrid bio-fuel - nitrous oxide dragster – 300mph top speed!

Bloodhound SSC – World Land Speed Record contender…1,000mph!

Rapier Missile display – by the Army
British Interplanetary Society - selling books and recruiting.
Education talks – wide range of subjects from guest speakers including notables like  Jerry Stone, Shamus Reddin, Wayne Cocroft, David Shaylor, Ian Johnston, John Becklake and Lucy Rogers

Garrison Star Wars re-enactors – lots of fun for all the family and crowd control too!?!  And lots, lots more.
Super weather and lots of interested customers summed it up. The Model Rocket Workshops kept UKRA’s RSO Mark Perman and the rest of us busy, just so many young – and not so young -  people demanding to boost their newly-built birds. The flying site lacked area and with lots of trees and buildings, plenty of stuff was lost at the event, but everybody had lots of fun and learnt plenty.

Bloodhound SSC – Richard Noble wants the World Land Speed Record to exceed 1,000mph (1,500kph)!  This amazing projectile is propelled by a Jet EJ200 – 90 kiloNewtons (kN) impulse + Hybrid Rocket – 122kN + V-12 800bhp F1 engine to boost the Hydrogen Peroxide oxidizer into the rockets – at 1 tonne/22s!! 1,000mph = 4.5 football pitches per second!?!  Is it a Car? ..is it a ‘plane? ..dunno, but Andy Green – who has already exceeded Mach 1 setting the current record – will be in the seat for the 1K. Team Bloodhound SSC had a busy weekend, the other half showing off at the Goodwood Festival of Speed. A cutting edge UK project, that is attacting sponsorhip from all over, even in these dire times. Go to www.bloodhoundssc.com  for a full run down and how to become part of the action.
Laffin-Gas – more simplistic…it’s a dragster, with a hybrid rocket motor – solid shaped charge biofuel-based propellant, with Nitrous Oxide as the oxidizer. 300mph is the top speed of this deceptively simple missile and good luck to driver, Carolynne Campbell in the coming year.

     The museum is just fantastic – many interactive displays - tracing three centuries of gunpowder, nitroglycerine and guncotton production and trialling…and horrendously graphic details of violent death!!  World War 2 saw the innovative RDX explosive for Barnes Wallis’ bouncing bomb developed here, before trials and deployment against the Moene, Eder and Sorpe dams in the Ruhr complex. 

     I often use the term ‘Spaced out’ in a plethora of contexts. At the RGM, buildings, storage and process sites are spaced out a vast area. The site features a network of canals for transporting explosives to the many different and widely-spread buildings, rather than risk bumpy cart tracks..  RGM also features its own narrow-gauge railway network, for the use of handcarts, right up to locomotive and wagons.  Buildings are invariably sturdily built, save the roofs, invariably of ‘flimsy’ wooden construction, designed to disintegrate vertically upwards, if and when the Big Bang happened!

      Another iconic feature is a Foden lorry, converted with a non-static wood and brass interior…for transporting up to 4,000 pounds (2,000kg) of nitroglycerine around the roads of the Britain!?!  And weapons…the Farewell to Arms section once more a veritable shrine to those with a ‘healthy’ interest in automatic weapons, bazookas, grenades and similar portable death..

      The public seemed to like the things we were doing. Possibly 2008 featured a slightly bigger turnout – despite the weather – but counter-attractions this year included the Wimbledon Tennis Finals and a couple of other shows nearby. Notwithstanding this, it was all very worthwhile.

     Thanks are due to UKRA for coordinating model rocketry at the RGM and running brilliant Model Rocket Construction and Flying Workshops for juniors and adults too. Mark Perman of Black Knights managed the range quite brilliantly, with all the rest of us chipping in. The display of rockets in the tent was massive and wide ranging, from Sport rockets, Estes & Quest kits, FAI Space Models and a few High Powers. The array implied a demanding technical inquisition of all of us at the show. Once more, a big Thank You is extended to site manager, Lynne Lennard, all staff and volunteers, who made everyone welcome, were always around to offer words of encouragement and generally made things happen. And surely it will become a feature in the calendar over the next few years.
     Major contributions were also made by Adrian Hurt – SARA; Mike Roberts – EARS, who ran the UKRA stand; Rod Stevenson - EARS and UKAYROC; Jon London of ‘Out of this World Learning’; Ian & Tracy Johnson - Rocket Workshops Ltd and Dave Sims - Waltham Abbey Friends LCO. Alison Perman did a wonderful job checking in the rockets and Liz Perman, who manned (womaned..) the mike and kept us all in order! 

Brilliant!  This key word must be linked to the Rocket & Space Event. Preaching the gospel to the public – specifically Young People – is how Model Rocketry/Space Modelling is going to guarantee a rosy future.
______________________________________________

Liepaja 2009… Liepaja-LAT ~ 3-5 July’09...Arnis Baca & Indra Bunka ‘chipped in’ brilliantly!

BALTIC STATES’ World Cups have a certain magic. The Liepaja Cup 2009 was no exception, attracting participants from Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania, Poland and Slovakia. No more space for me, we’ll crack on with the medals..

S4A-Boost Glider World Cup (27 starters)              1 Jerzy BONIECKI
POL
155 104 180 = 439s        2 Domantas KANCLERIS  LTU
180   75 180 = 435s        3 Mykolas TREIKAUSKAS LTU
180   87 145 = 412
    S6A-Streamer Duration World Cup (28 starters)              1 Zacharias PRZEMYSLAW POL  96 101   89 = 286s        2 Bartosz BONIECKI
POL
105     90   90 = 285s        3 Jerzy BONIECKY
POL
100     92   77 = 269s
     S7-Scale World Cup (11 starters)

              1 Woiciech KRZYWINSKI
POL
Ariane 3 V17





769+202 = 971pt        2 Jerzy BONIECKI

POL
Ariane 40





628 + 95 = 723pt       3 Jurgis STRAZDAS

LTU
Little Joe 2





558 + 99 = 657pt
S9A-Gyrocopter D’tion World Cup (27 starters)              1 Mykolas TREIKAUSKAS LTU
180 180 180 = 540s
       2 Vasil PAVLJUK
SVK
161 152   92 = 405s        3 Evaldas KUBELDZIS
LTU
117 144 136 = 391s
   S8E/P-RC Rocket Glider World Cup (10 starters)              1 Aleksandr OJAVERS
LAT





1000   904 1000 + 1000 = 3904pt
        2 Lauris PUMPURS
LAT
  




  941 1000   855 +   878 = 3674pt
        3 Ilmars BREIDAKS
LAT





1000   621 1000 +   521 = 3142pt
RSO Jan Maixner had a hectic weekend, but still showed he’s the man for the big occasion. Chief processor, Roberts Brivnieks (LAT) contributed effectively. The FAI Jury of Lubomir Jurek (SVK), Maksimas Timofejevas (LTU) & Arnis Baca (LAT) checked out a great event. Scale Judges, Zygmunt Janecky (POL), Aleksandr Antipenkovas (LTU) & Aleksandras Timofejevas + measuring man, Ervins Selukovs (LAT) got the  numbers right. CD Mrs Indra Bunka [must have 18 holes sometime babe.. – Ed] was responsible for a really super weekend and a great World Cup. Well done to all concerned.
______________________________________________

See ‘em in Serbia? ...or CIAM in Srbija...or something..
    
   by Srdjan Pelagic
THE ORGANISERS of the 12th European Space Modelling Championships to be held in Irig (Serbia) in August, announced in Bulletin No 3 distributed on 5 May 2009  a term for CIAM Space Models SC meeting on Thursday 26 August 2009 at 21:30hr. Recently the organiser also announced his intention to alter the schedule of the Champs to make it more relaxed. Therefore now I can say - YES we shall have Space Models sub-Committee meeting, but I expect to have it at a more appropriate time, because we have several very important items to discuss”. 

 

A G E N D A - preliminary
 

1. Eight classes in SM Champs again - are we really happy only with that? 

What is good and what should be changed, or improved in our competitions. Teaching and awards system (not always with changing rules). SWOT analysis should show pros, cons and new possibilities and/or directions of work. Can somebody of you prepare a SWOT - Strengths : Weaknesses : Opportunities : Threats - Analysis. [Learn more about that term by typing in Google, "swot analysis” - Ed].

 

2. Directions of technical development of FAI Space Modelling and the "Mainstream". 

Our competitions are in many aspects still in the "Stone Age", incontrast to the opportunities taken up by Fun Flyers in many countries - electronic altimeters, on-board gyroscopes, telemetry and or improved RC, advanced software for design and flight simulation. It is all commercially available. Also and crucially...different ways of attracting youngsters to our activity. If you have ideas, or which of these things to show off, we can organise demonstrations in Irig. Do you know that there are several parallel Fun Flyer organisations with thousands of members.  Are we too rigid and how should we become more flexible? Will we be able to fly S1 and S5 using electronic altimeters in 18th WSMCh, in  2010 in Serbia. If Yes - how can we fairly & precisely organise these classes?!?
3. Minakov Project and rules changes 2010.

Vladimir Minakov made a great step forward with his essential proposal of the SM general rules changes, launched twice to the FAI SM flyers - in 1997 & 2006. Our ad hoc group and SM SC defined in 2006, three phases of its implementation by 2010. We started successfully and suddenly stopped. Can we restart the work with a new enthusiasm, like in 2006 and complete this project. Next year’s CIAM Plenary meeting in March, is an excellent opportunity for us to show that our ideas are ready to be converted into real life Rules.

4. Offers for next World and European and other Continental - Asian & American – Championships, in 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015.

There is but one of each, 18th WSMC 2010 is awarded to Serbia and the 13th EuSMC 2011 awarded to Romania.
     Do we have candidates for those later years?  ..19th WSMC 2012 and 20th WSMC 2014 and also for Continental Champs in 2013 and 2015. These events should be seen as challenges for America & Asia to start and restart respectively, their continental SM Championships. Offers are invited and preliminary expressions of interest would be appreciated. 

5. Any other business.

a)  Here is one! ..do you know that CIAM accepted a proposal for giving a 2000 Euros scholarship each year to a junior modeller, selected by a special panel of competent persons, from seven countries from a list of nominations? Are SMs interested in it?  Scholarship is intended for paying High School, or Faculty fees. For more details consult CIAM Plenary Meeting Minutes, March 2009 available at the FAI webpage.

 

b)  The other important task is reconstruction of Space Modelling History. Antonio Mazzarachio started it very successfully at the beginning of this year. Can we join him to make more complete image of what we were doing in our countries at the international level during these five decades?

 

“I ask you to send me your proposals for these items in concise terms - not complete texts - that will show the intention of the proposal, not later than 15 August 2009. This relates also to proposals for FAI Sporting Code rule changes”.

     “I think we shall need more time for our work than at a short meeting scheduled for late in the evening. I think some work, or ad hoc groups, like  we had in Baikonur 2006, maybe most effective”.

     “Therefore this email forms a preparatory initiative for our forthcoming SM SC meeting in Srbija. I look forward to seeing your proposals & ideas and to meeting you at the 12th EuSMC 22-28 August, in Irig”.

 ______________________________________________

Ringpiece… Written all I want to write – another BIG issue!

THAT’S about it for another issue of interspace..  One day I will call it a day – but not just yet, there is just so much going on in this magic activity of ours.
Just time to reflect once more on how we got to this healthy state of affairs.  No words from the Editor are good enough for people like the late Ing. Ján Staško, whose commitment kickstarted Space Modelling as we know it. In the nursery years, when nothing was commercially available, technical knowledge at the crawling stage and with little cooperation from Aeroclubs, they did not take the easy option and quit. They stayed with it; They dug the foundations; They put in place infrastructure to guarantee the future. The Editor takes the opportunity on behalf of all  to say THANK YOU.

STOP PRESS.. 2009 World Cup latest scores from Srdjan Pelagic. Results up to and including ,Vega Cup 19-20 June:

                 S4A-Boost Glider



               1 Zika Josipovic

SRB

317pt
   2 Radojica Katanic
SRB

307pt
              3 Gennady Poltavets
RUS

297pt
               4 Alexandru Nica

ROM

277pt
  5 Uros Jenko

SLO

272pt
          S6A-Streamer Duration



   1 Zoka Katanic

SRB

321pt
   2 Radojica Katanic
SRB

300pt
  3 Zika Josipovic

SRB

296pt
  4 Gennady Poltavets
RUS

291pt
  5 Mitija Zgajner

SLO

290pt
            S7-Scale





   1 Vladimir ‘chirpy’ Cipcic  SRB
297pt
  2 Zika Josipovic

SRB

239pt
  3 Sava Markus

SRB

175pt
  4 Loka Volarovic

SRB

171pt
  5 Marko Vlajkovic

SRB

137pt
  S8E/P-RC Rocket Glider



  1 Mitija Zgajner

SLO

315pt
  2 Vladimir Cipcic

SRB

200pts  3 Blaz Grgic

SLO

169pt
  4 Edward Wowry

POL

112pt
  5 Mikhail Pereverov
RUS

109pt
         S9A-Gyrocopter Duration


  
  1 Radojica Katanic
SRB

272pt
  2 Nikita Pololjar

RUS

257pt
  3 Zika Josipovic

SRB

221pt
  4 Marko Vlajkovic

SRB

220pt
  5 Zoka Katanic

SRB

195pt
A little something to leave you with. Recently, I contacted the publisher of one of my books, wanting some ‘author’s copies’. They got back to say, “sorry...sold out”...but then went on to say, “the boss asks...would you consider writing another..”. Gerbong!  ..Better get across there to talk over what’s wanted, terms & conditions etc. But more work! Must go – best wishes to all the readership.

interspace..


