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Editorial   Happy New Year!  We are up and running once more and looking at FAI’s Space Modelling contest calendar – published last time – 2009 looks like it’s going to be dynamic.
      More and more countries are committed to running World Cups. More and more competitors are coming forward to test their skills at these events. More and more of these competitors are Juniors… which may prove to be the most telling statistic of all.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________
FAI-CIAM Bureau Meeting… Lausanne - 5-6 December 2008. Srdjan Pelagic fills us in..
A SHORT missive regarding the CIAM Bureau Meeting - the detailed report will become available soon. In addition, corrected Space Models World Cup Placing Lists, which I was not able to distribute before the CIAM Bureau Meeting because to much overload with paperwork and e-mail contacts. The most important topics for Space Modellers are:

1) CIAM Bureau understood all problems and negative effects we have because of classes reduction from 8 to 5. There were proposals from the USA and SMsC to return number of classes in WSMCh and Eu/AsSMChs to 8, but (Dr J Langford’s proposal in Lleida) to award only one medal per team - as it was for decades. This will be valid - if approved by the CIAM Plenary in March 2009 - from 1 January 2010 and flown at the 2010 18th WSMC, in Serbia.

2) I insisted that the technical specifications of the e-altimeters that were agreed at our SM TM in Lausanne last March, but not present when voted on at the Plenary Meeting, appear on the Agenda for CIAM Plenary to be held in March 2009 and to make them official from 1 January 2010. We may trial them in some events as "local rules". 

     I spoke with Mr Zanciu from Romania during the Bureau Meeting. Romania held their National Champs in S1 using e-altimeters and the results very satisfactory. They obtained 9 e-altimeters from Germany at very reasonable price. Contact for this equipment is Michael Krause”.

3) 2009 12th European Space Modelling Championships, to be hosted by Serbia, according to the proposal of Vazduhoplovni savez Srbija will be:
Competition classes
SENIORS:
S1B, S5C, S6A, S7, S9A.
JUNIORS:
S1A, S3A, S5B, S6A, S8D.

Venue    Irig - Jazak  Accommodation: Hotel "Termal" Vrdnik - 31 Euro/day for half day boarding (breakfast & dinner)

Lunch at the field: 7 Euro/day    Banquet: 33 Euro.

Entry fees
350 Euro    Seniors
250 Euro    Juniors
70   Euro    Helpers.
Jury    S. Pelagic (SRB), G. Woebbeking (GER), 2nd CIAM VP, I. Guzu (ROM), Reserve: J. Cuden (SLO)

Range Safety Officers

Seniors - G. Georgievski (MKD) : Juniors - M. Cuden (SLO)

Scale judges      O. Khorosh (RUS), J. Kotuha (SVK),
S. Lodge (GBR), R. Smolinski (POL)
Reserve: J. Kaspar (CZE)

Dimension measurements    to be announced
4) Contest Calendar approved - about 23 World Cups and several Open Internationals to be published on 15 December 2008. Many thanks to all NACs and World Cup organizers for fine cooperation - all dates completely agreed!

5) There will not be a SM Technical Meeting in Lausanne in March 2009, but in March 2010 instead. SM SC meeting shall be during the 12th EuSMCh in Serbia.

      Go to www.mksirmium.com for the latest information”.
 Srdjan D. Pelagic, dipl.ing.

CIAM Space Models sub-Committee Chairman

______________________________________________
Upcoming Space Modelling Rules Proposals… The Good, The Bad and The Ugly?!?
A CHANGE is as good as a rest?!?  Set down below are proposed FAI Sporting Code Rules changes, to be discussed in Lausanne in March. Seriously, there’s some Good stuff here, some pretty Bad stuff and maybe unnecessary – rather than Ugly.. – stuff.

     Much more significant strategically for Space Modelling is the ‘Minakov Project’,  [details later – Ed] now in the final stages of preparation.  The drafts are not published below because a. Proofreading is necessary to create a concise document and b. it would add some ten pages to this issue!! However, for now, let’s go through the proposals on the table:
Proposal submitted by:
USA

Sporting Code Volume:
ABR Section 4B
Heading of section:
General Rules for 

International Contests –


World Championships Class:
SM
Number & heading of the paragraph B.2.4. World Champs 
Add new text at end of B.2.4

B.2.4. World Championships

These are limited international contest in which the competitors must be nominated by their NAC. These contests are for individual and national team classification. The Sporting Code General Section 3.5.1applies.

The World Championships shall be planned and scheduled by the CIAM.

Each World Space Modelling Championships is normally held every second year.

The number of classes in one World Championship is limited to five (5) for Seniors and five (5) for Juniors,
add new wording
except for the case of Space Models, where the number of classes shall be limited to eight (8) for Seniors and eight (8) for Juniors.  In Space Models, only one (1) FAI medal shall be awarded per team per class per age division.  
Reasons: Space Modelling has historically flown eight (8) classes per WC.  However, the number of medals awarded has grown from fifteen (15) at the 1st WC in 1972 to two hundred and forty (240) at the 16th WC in 2006.  To control costs and preserve the prestige associated with an FAI medal, the number of classes allowed per WC was reduced to 5 effective with the 17th SMWC (2008).  This was a reduction from 240 to 150 FAI medals awarded. 

The reduction in the number of classes has been a serious blow to the growth and diversity of the space modelling community.  

By limiting the number of medals awarded to teams to one (1) medal per team award, the total medal counts could be reduced to ninety-six (96) medals, while still allowing eight total classes to be flown. 

The calculation for the number of medals is as follows:

N = C x P x A x (1 + T)

Where:

N
=  total number of FAI 

    medals per WC

C
=  number of classes

P
=  number of places (1st, 2nd, 3rd)

A
=  number of age divisions (SR + JR)

T
=  number of medals awarded per

    winning team
In 2006,  N = 8 x 3 x 2 x (1 + 4) = 240

In 2008,  N = 5 x 3 x 2 x (1+ 4) = 150

Under this proposal, N = 8 x 3 x 2 x (1 + 1) = 96

This is a reduction in cost to the CIAM of 60% while preserving the vitality of the SM community.

Comment   Brilliant!  Diversity is once again the objective and this proposal, with all the economic reasoning set down, is the way forward. Space Modelling’s Five classes are not enough. In addition, since its inception there has been rolling controversy over which five classes are selected from the array.
Proposal Submitted by:
UK

Part Two – Space Model Specifications

2.4        
Construction requirements:

2.4.7
Minimum gross launching weight (including engine and/or pod) of the models which that return to the ground in stable gliding flight supported by aerodynamic lifting surfaces which sustain it them against gravity (S4, S8 and S10) shall not be less than 30% of the maximum specified weight for the particular subclass.

Reason:

It is the weight of the actual gliding portion that is important, not the overall weight at launch. Recent competitions have been won by gliders that weigh no more than five or six grams, made of flat, polystyrene/Depron sheet with no airfoil sections or obvious technological complexity. If the intention of competition is to promote the construction of better, more efficient designs, the mass of the model trying to be sustained by aerodynamic surfaces, must be made realistic. 

     By removing the words in parenthesis, it is the model that returns to the ground that must be of minimum weight, not the model and its launching apparatus. Conventional, one-piece flappers/folders and fixed wing models will no longer be at a disadvantage.

     Processing also becomes easier as only the glider portion needs to be weighed and marked.

[The removal of the word ‘the’ on the first line, the altering of ‘which’ to ‘that’ on the second line and ‘it’ to ‘them’ on the third line is for grammatical purposes only. The removal of the word ‘gross’ on the first line is to indicate that this refers only to the glider portion and not necessarily the launch apparatus also]
Add new paragraph:

2.4.8 Models that eject recovery devices and/or divide into separate parts must retain the material that aids ejection/separation i.e. pistons and/or wadding material.

Reason:

It is ecologically irresponsible to be littering flying sites with discarded debris from space models. Much of this debris is not biodegradable, such as polystyrene pistons and polyester wadding. Space Modelling is the only FAI modelling discipline that, by design, encourages such irresponsibility. It is very easy to retain pistons in classes such as S3, S6 and S9 and is something we have to do in the UK to retain flying sites. For the other classes, a bit of ingenuity may be needed. For scale it will have the added bonus that judges will be able to more clearly distinguish the various model parts from ejection debris.
Comment ..2.4.7   Misses the point!  Reducing the Specific Impulse for S4-Boost Glider from 5Ns to 2.5Ns a few years ago, set up the need for lighter and aerodynamically cleaner projectiles. All  contemporary designs address these issues. Returning the Impulse to 5Ns and then introducing a Minimum Weight Limit would better improve S4-Boost Glider.
     2.4.8   Suggesting banning ejection wadding and parachute/streamer wrappers is unnecessary. There has not been a flying site on the planet lost by littering caused by the flying of Space Models!
     In S7-Scale, there is not a single recorded case where Judges have mis-scored a qualification flight as a result of ‘counting’ wadding and/or protective parachute wraps. This proposal is utter rubbish!
     For Safety, things should be kept as they are – protection of a scale model’s recovery system is vital. Moreover, the sight of wadding and wrappers being ejected adds to the spectacle. And spectacle is what spectators come to see!?!
Part Eleven – Rocket Glider Duration Competition (class S8)

11.7.5

Organisation of starts

11.7.5.3
Each group of competitors has 14 minutes of working time to collect transmitters from the official, perform an official flight and return the transmitter and model to the official. In case of the working time being exceeded (a delay in returning the transmitter and model to the official), the competitor will be disqualified for the round.

Reason:

S8E/P is a radio-controlled competition and the landing is an important part of the whole flight. At the recent World Championships in Spain, a competitor in the fly-off, flew his model a long way down wind to maximise his flight time, knowing that a long flight, without a landing bonus, would gain him a podium finish. He could not easily see the model and had helpers placed downwind to relay instructions back to him, via radio, to keep the model airborne. Whilst not against any existing rule, it makes a mockery of the whole purpose of precision landing.
oooooOooooo
Proposal submitted by:
USA

Sporting Code Volume: SM Category Section 4 
Heading of section: General Rules for International Contests
Class:
SM
Number & heading of the paragraph
4.6.5. Recording of Flight Data
Page number if appropriate:

13
Add new paragraph as shown below

4.6.5  When a flight is disqualified, scoring should continue and all data should be recorded.  The recorded data will only be used if the disqualification ruling is reversed.

Reason
In international competitions, different cultures compete and many local interpretations and translations of the FAI rules interact.  Resolving disputes over the application of the FAI rules is the duty of the FAI Jury.  If scoring data is not recorded on a flight whose disqualification is challenged, there is no practical result of a successful appeal.  Therefore, flight data should be recorded on every flight, including disqualifications.

Comment   Overdue. In traditional sports, this has been the practice for generations!  A competitor should not be penalised for making a successful official protest. De iqual forma, a competitor should not benefit by getting two bites of the cherry, by being able to make a second attempt under better conditions than the first.
Proposal submitted by:
Space Modelling Sub-Committee

Sporting Code Volume:
Section 4 - Volume SM Space Models

Heading of section:
Part Eleven – Rocket 
Glider Duration 
Competition (Class S8)

Class:
S8

Number & heading of the paragraph:
11.7.4 Timing and Classification

Page number if appropriate: 
23

Add the missing numbering (11.7.4.7) to the last paragraph of 11.7.4.6 and add new text.
11.7.4.7
For each flight, the total score is compiled by adding points for flight time and additional points for landing.  This data of flight time and additional points for landing must be made available to view by competitors, along with the competitors’ scores within each group as calculated in 11.7.4.8, at the end of each round in accordance with FAI Sporting Code, Volume ABR, paragraph B.8.6

These data should also be made available to Team Managers, on request, after the contest.

Reason

At recent World, European and World Cup events, anomalies in scoring in S8E/P have been noticed.  By displaying only the total points scores at the end of each round, it is impossible for competitors to identify whether an error has been made with their scores and to verify their scores against others in the same group.  This is particularly true of groups that do not fly for the full six minutes or where pilots’ landings are less than accurate.  Additionally, because all pilots do not launch at the same time, it is impossible to monitor how well the flights were flown unless the actual flight times and landing points are displayed. In addition, data such as this is essential if we are to continue to improve the rules and improve the challenge to competitors.
__________________________________________________
Firkin Funnies… did something similar happen to the Editor!?!
ZAGREB, early morning of Wednesday 28 May 2008 – your Editor on the home run from the Stip Cup. And then woke up two days later in Intensive Care at the General Hospital!  Was something very similar to the below going on in my head, read on… 
..A WOMAN of 54 years suffered a heart attack and admitted to hospital.  While on the operating table she had a near-death experience…and seeing God, she asked,

"Is my time up?"    God replied,
"No, you have another 43 years, 2 months & 8 days to live." 
     Upon recovery, the woman decided to stay on in the hospital and have a face-lift, liposuction, breast implants and a tummy tuck. She even indulged a change of hair colour and teeth whitening!  The reasoning being that as she had so much more time to live, she might as well make the most of it and look 20 years younger.
     After the last of the cosmetic surgery, she was released from the hospital. While crossing the street on her way home, she was knocked down and killed by an ambulance. 
     Arriving at the Pearly Gates, insisted on an interview with God and demanded,
"You said I had another 43+ years?!?  Why didn't you pull me from out of the path of the ambulance?" 
     And God shouted back…
"I DIDN’T BLOODY RECOGNISE YOU!!"

	Thanks are offered to Southern England Rocket Flyers (SERFs), for this gem. SERFs always seem to come up with the big punchlines.


__________________________________________

Shocklines..  just SHOCKING!  Jason Wentworth signs in from windswept Alaska..
SINCE starting out in Space Modelling, the Editor has been astonished by how often intelligent, seemingly able modellers, who spend an age designing/building/finishing a rocket and then cobble together a recovery system from a supermarket bag!  The following is very applicable to S7-Scale models, which rely totally on their recovery systems every flight. Also, super for larger and valued ‘fly-for-fun’ birds. Far too many Arianes, WAC-Bumpers, X-15s and other prototypes have been regally smashed under failed parachutes: Just silly!?! Over to Jason..
”TWO THINGS that have always bothered me - after spending a lot of time & effort finishing and painting a rocket - are the fragility of the shock cord and the difficulty of replacing the shock cord anchor in a much-flown model that has ejection charge residue on the inside walls of the body tube. Replacing the shock cord anchor is especially difficult in minimum-diameter rockets that use 13mm mini motors and 18mm standard motors. “I have found a single solution to both of these problems!  It is so simple that I can easily describe it here.  The part numbers referenced below are from SEMROC.. www.semroc.com
“…which produces fine duplicates of classic old Centuri and Estes rocket kits.”
      “This shock cord anchor can be made of several materials: (flameproof) resin-impregnated Centuri/Estes-type fibre fin stock, resin-impregnated glassfibre fabric (or resin-impregnated carbon fibre fabric or Kevlar fibre fabric), or thin sheet steel.  - For 13mm mini motor rockets using Centuri/SEMROC ST-5 or Estes BT-5 body tubes, thin steel wire would suffice.   Here is how it is built”:
      “To get a mental image of what this removable shock cord anchor looks like, first picture a cowboy's whirling rope lasso--you have a horizontal circle of rope in the air, with a straight length of rope lead coming down almost vertically from one point on the ring of rope.  Now imagine a flat ring 0.3mm to 0.5mm (1/64" to 1/32") with the same inside diameter and outside diameter as a Centuri/SEMROC TR-7 Thrust Ring (used for standard 18mm X 70mm Estes & Quest rocket motors); this is the ‘ring of rope’”
      “This flat ring has a 5mm (3/16") wide notch cut in it - like a notched motor mount tube centreing ring - which gives it the appearance of a lower-case letter "c."  Opposite the notch, on the inside of the ring, is a 5mm (3/16") wide strip of the same ring material that passes through and beyond the notch--this is the nearly-vertical "rope lead" of the lasso. The notched ring and the protruding strip are cut (or punched out) from the same flat sheet of material, and the strip is bent upwards at an angle of  75° - 90° to the flat ring.”
      “The strip can be anywhere from 5-15cm (2" to 6") long, or even longer.  A small hole is drilled or punched into the far end of the strip, and the Kevlar cord is tied on there.  NOTE: If the removable shock cord anchor is made of resin-impregnated material, the strip is bent upwards *before* the material is impregnated with resin.”
     “After the TR-7 Thrust Ring is glued into the body tube (or into the motor mount tube, in a larger-diameter rocket) and the glue joint is dry, the free end of the Kevlar cord is fed through the body tube from the rear, followed by the far end of the 5mm (3/16") wide strip.  The flat ring is then inserted into the rear of the body tube (or motor mount) and is pushed up against the TR-7 Thrust Ring using an Empty Motor Casing (MC-727) or an expended 18mm motor.  The 5cm (3/16") wide strip passes through the opening of the Thrust Ring, and its far end - where the Kevlar cord is tied on - is now some distance away from the hot and abrasive blast of the motor's ejection charge.  While not as protective as an ejection baffle, this greater distance from the ejection charge provides somewhat of a buffer of cool air for the Kevlar cord and its anchor point.  More importantly, however, this removable "lasso" shock cord anchor can be easily pushed backwards out of the rocket so that the Kevlar cord and/or the elastic shock cord can be inspected and replaced when necessary. The condition of both cords can also be easily checked between flights by shining a penlight or a small flashlight into both ends of the rocket.”
       “This removable shock cord anchor could be retro-fitted into any existing model rocket that uses friction-fit motor retention.  Depending on the thickness of the flat ring, it could also be retro-fitted into many rockets that use motor clips.”

Summing up, the use of this "lasso" removable shock cord anchor would enable the builder to easily replace the elastic upper portion of the cord even if it is tied to the Kevlar cord ‘below’ the top end of the body tube. Doing this prevents the thin, abrasive Kevlar cord from "zippering" - cutting into - the upper edge of the body tube, as sometimes happens with late or particularly energetic ejections.

__________________________________________________

See yourself on TV; Bajkonur & Catalunya WSMCs…
  James Duffy comes online!
HAPPY NEW YEAR to all interspace.. readers, I trust you are all in good spirits!  Team USA has made  films of the ‘Olympics of Spacemodeling’, the World Champs in Bajkonur in 2006 and Lleida, 2008.
“This is all captured on a DVD of the event and available for purchase – see sites below. The activities of the US Team are closely monitored and a preview can be found on the websites below.. Here's the URL”:
 http://vimeo.com/2391374
“There is also a ‘Director's Commentary version of the film at”:
http://vimeo.com/2580682
“Both versions of this film appear on the DVD, along with some other neat stuff.”
   “Good news is that there’s a chance that a group of US Team Members will come to this summer's European Spacemodeling Championships, so perhaps we'll see you there.”
 
Take care,
James Duffy
jduffy@mac.com       www.rocket.aero
Editor’s note..  SUPERB! ..there is no other word for this DVD. In fact, superb is a word that may be applied to most other productions by James Duffy. Is Space Modelling ‘telegenic’ then?!? ..take a tip, contact James and get DVDs of the WSMCs in Bajkonur and Lleida and form your own conclusions. MAGIC!!

__________________________________________________
Комисcар минаков rolls out his dream?!?  Srdjan Pelagic scans the Crystal Ball and spells it out...
VLADIMIR MINAKOV’s much vaunted Project goes LIVE!!  FAI Office published recently the FAI Sporting Code Section 4, Volume Space Models, Edition Jan 1, 2009 that can be downloaded at http://www.fai.org/aeromodelling/documents 
..select Sporting Code Section 4 - Editions 2008 & 2009 and when the next page appears select from the table Space Models Competitions. New Edition is a pdf version of 345 kB.

       “This is a very important step forward for Space Models and presents publication of the Phase 1 of the Minakov Project. To remind you all Minakov Project stands for a General Revision of the Space Models Rules after 50 years of continuous existence of the activity. It is named by Vladimir Minakov, one of the best Russian Space Modellers of all time. He is an aeronautical engineer from Moscow, the author of the three volume book on SM scale models and one of the best Russian SM sportsmen, who dedicated all his life to Young People and Space Modelling. 

      Vladimir gave his basic proposal to generally change the SM rules in March 1997 and this was repeated during 2005. In September/October 2006 an ad-hoc Committee set up a three phase plan for general revision of the SM rules during the 16th World Space Models Championships in Baikonur and the proposals of the Phase 1 consisting of 21 proposal was submitted to the CIAM Plenary Meeting in March 2008, when 12 of them were approved and included into the 2009 Edition and the rest of 9 was either forwarded to SM SC for further consideration or withdrawn. 

      This is the greatest change of the SM rules since 2000 and our appreciation for their contributions, diligence, comments, intensive repeated discussions deserve many SM members and outstanding Space Modellers from more than 10 countries. I wish point out several of them: Vladimir Minakov (RUS), Mike Francies (GBR), Glenn Ed Pearson (USA), Joze Cuden (SLO), Gabriel Constantinescu (ROU) and several others. 

 a) WHAT IS NEW IN SPACE MODELS RULES (EDITION 2009):

      In short, the most important changes are: a) Total weight of SM is increased to 1500g (for S7 now), b) propellant weight is increased to 200g and total impulse limited to 160 Ns. Boost gliders must not eject their engines d) Max measuring error in static testing limited to 0.05Ns) In S8E/P landing area changed to landing circles of 10m radius and points are allocated so that 10 points shall be deducted from 100 points for each meter from centre of the circle, f) World records may be set at all 1st and 2nd class FAI events if the weather and schedule permits in all classes - not only those scheduled in the contest program, g) In S7, judges shall judge flight performances of the entry from take-off till the model touches ground regardless if RSO declares DQ, so if a protest is upheld the points shall stay. The details read below”…
1) 2.1 - WEIGHT - Total weight of a space model is increased from 1000 grams to 1500 grams. It will be specified separately for each class. As in former rules the upper limit (1000 grams) related class S7 - it stays in the new rules also, so S7 models may weigh 1500 grams (par. 9.9).

2) 2.2 PROPELLANT - Weight of propellant materials in all space models engines is limited to 200 grams (earlier 125 grams) and their total impulse shall not exceed 160 Ns.

3) 2.4 CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS - Par. 2.4.2 a sentence that previously defined recovery of boost-glider engines is deleted. So, S4-Boost Gliders are put in line with all other space models.

4) 3.12 STATIC TEST EQUIPMENT - Par 3.12.1 - Absolute measurement errors shall not exceed +/- 0.05Ns while testing engines up to 5Ns during burning and delay time.

5) PART EIGHT - BOOST/GLIDE DURATION COMPETITION (CLASS S4)                          - 8.1. DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION - The last sentence is deleted that reads: "In this competition the entry must eject the engine(s) in accordance with the provision of paragraph 2.4.1."

6)  PART ELEVEN - ROCKET GLIDER DURATION COMPETITION (CLASS S8)              11.1 GENERAL - Former par 11.3.5  is moved up and renumbered to11.1.2. It reads: "Any model that qualifies for flex-wing rules 13.1.1 or 13.2 is not eligible for this event".

7) CLASS S8E/P - 11.7.3. LANDING AREA is changed from 10 x 50m rectangle to a 10m radius circle. The new rule reads: 

Before the start of each round the organiser must provide: 

a) An appropriate number of non-extensible measuring tapes marked every one metre. The numberwill be determined by the maximum number of flyers in a slot.

b) A landing area consisting of the appropriate number of 10 metre landing circles, laid out square to the wind direction and with the marked landing tapes pinned down at the centre of each circle. The contest director is responsible for determining the direction and layout of the circles. Any changes of indicated landing area are forbidden during the round. The landing area must be located at a place on the field where there is no danger of collision with any person during the landing of the models.


   8) CLASS S8E/P - 11.7.4 - TIMING AND CLASSIFICATION - Par. 11.7.4.6. is changed to:

11.7.4.6. Additional points will be awarded for landing:

When the nose of the model comes to rest within one metre of the centre of the designated landing circle, 100 points will be given. 10 points are deducted from the maximum of 100 points for every further metre from the centre. If the nose of the model lands between marks it is the lower of the marks that counts.






No additional points will be awarded if the landing occurs 390 seconds after the start or if the model lands outside of the designated landing circle. If, on landing, the model hits the pilot or his helper, or the pilot stops the model, no additional points will be awarded for landing.       9) CLASS S8E/P - ORGANISATION OF STARTS - Par. 11.7.5.4 is changed so that instead of the rectangular landing area 10x50 m is given a scatch of overlaping landing circles of 10 m radius.




  10) PART TWELVE – GYROCOPTER DURATION COMPETITION (CLASS S9) -                   12.3. SPECIFICATIONS - Par 12.3.1. is changed to read: "Each entry must be decelerated during descent by its auto-rotating recovery device. The resulting autorotation must be around the roll axis of the auto rotating recovery device and must be the result of proper deployment and operation of the recovery system."



             11)  PART FOURTEEN - SPACE MODEL RECORDS - 14.1. GENERAL is changed to read: "All FAI space model performance records must be established in or at FAI first or second category sporting events listed in the FAI Sporting Calendar and organised by the FAI representative National Airsports Control or its affiliate in accordance with this Sporting Code if the weather conditions and schedule of the event permits."




            Note: This means that the SM records can be established or surmounted at 1st and 2nd class FAI events in all SM classes regardless if they are competition classes of the event if all other conditions for records including weather and schedule of the event permits.


  12) Annex 2 - SM JUDGES AND ORGANIZERS' GUIDE - 3. GENERAL JUDGING CRITERIA: 

a. Who can disqualify a flight (DQ). 

The RSO and his deputies are the only persons who can disqualify a flight in the FAI First Category events (World Air Games, World and Continental Championships and International sporting events approved by CIAM). Time-keepers may be called upon to make decisions on flight adherence to rules and safety in the FAI Second Category events (other international sporting events organised by or under the authorisation of NACs. In the case of Scale competition (Class S7), Scale Judges who judge flights for flying characteristics shall continue to judge even if the RSO declares a DQ, in case any protest is upheld by the FAI Jury and the points given for flight characteristics shall then count. 

SMALLER EDITING is done in several paragraphs because renumbering of some references from SC4 Volume ABR that relate time-keeping, RC procedures etc. These are: 4.3.6 and 4.8.1. In par. 8.2 eroneously is put double bar to the right side of the paragraph, but this rule was not changed.

b) SO WHAT COMES NEXT?!?
1) The next CIAM Plenary Meeting will not host a Space Models Technical Meeting because it comes in years with SM WChs - .i.e. in 2010. However, because of great importance a proposal from USA and SM SC shall be submitted so to delete reduction of number of classes in SM WChs and CChs. There are two approaches: a) to change rules B.2.3 and B.2.4 so to mention 8 classes for SM, but only one medal per winning teams b) to delete the last sentence in these two paragraphs and to change para B.14.2 so to say that only one medal in SM shall be awarded to the winning teams.





There was a big discussion at the CIAM Bureau in December 2008 on this subject and the Bureau finally understood our problems and needs and we had special support by the new CIAM President Mr Bob Skinner. There is a big probability for us to fly again eight classes at the next 18th WSMC during 2010, in Serbia.


    2) At our last SM Technical Meeting in Lausanne we agreed on specifications for e-altimeters and this proposal should pass voting at the Plenary, however becouse of a procedural error there was no vote and the proposal not adopted. Now I try to put this proposal again on the Agenda so to be approved this March and to become effective from the Jan 1, 2010. In the meantime we may use this proposal a local rules and organize several OpInts to gain some experience.                3) I shall come to you again in next ten days with a proposal how to proceede with Phase No 2 of the Minakov project and how to insert in it proposals collected in November 2008    ____________________________________________

Just an explanation…
Were you lacking something?!? 

SOME of you may not have received your ‘usual’ Christmas Card!  The reason is that my Psion Organiser ‘died’ a couple of years ago, but the accumulated data was backed-up on the PC at home. So far, so good...until the ‘old’ PC also died…consequently, the family Christmas Card list, names & addresses and other information has been lost for ever. In fact, most of this doesn’t matter, as my business card collection is massive, ‘backed-up’ by a wodge of handwritten names & addresses. In addition, as we are in contact with so many people by email, greetings have been passed on this way for a long time. Apologies are offered sincerely to anyone feeling ‘left out’ and more Prosperous 2009 greetings offered to the whole readership.

ERIC CLARK...  Founder and Editor of BMFA News, this is the end of an era
THE ADVENT of 2009 sees the end of an era. Eric Clark, who conceived the idea of BMFA News – the British Model Flying Association journal – nearly 20 years ago has decided to retire from this demanding role. His contribution to the spectrum of Model Flying during this time has been inestimable.
Originally, Eric designed BMFA News as a newspaper, covering the spectrum of Aero Modelling disciplines, fly-for-fun and contest flying. Your editor was naturally not slow in converting Eric to Space Modelling and over some twenty years we have been honoured to see many reports and technical reviews in his pages. The very first BMFA NEWS was dated Autumn 1991 - Dave Day was the first editor, but for 5 issues only. The present ‘glossy journal’ format appeared in the October 2005, issue 72. Eric’s sign off issue will be number 93, coming out in April 2009. So the magic number is 93 issues total for Eric Clark...just amazing. Some would say it’s a shame Eric is missing out on the ‘magic Ton’, but he sees NOW as the optimal time to vacate the post.
oooooOooooo

Editor’s note..    I can speak on behalf of all Space Modellers within the United Kingdom, when I offer sincere thanks to Eric, for his dedication to the cause of Model Flying. It is not too often a journal editor has so much hands-on experience – Eric a keen radio control flyer, having a love for scale models – with the subject he reports. Simon Delaney inherits the post and I am confident he is one of the few people able to take BMFA News to new heights. But once more, it falls to me to reiterate.. ...Eric Clark – THANK YOU!

___________________________________________________________________
Credit Crunch... an American solution to Global meltdown!?!

ALENKA PAVKO-CUDEN graces us with this telling analysis from one of the leading ‘Stateside financial journals. Over to fiscal guru Dr Mark Faber: 
"SO FEDERAL Government is sending each of us a $600 rebate. If we spend that money at Wal-Mart, the money goes to China. If we spend it on gasoline it goes to the Arabs. If we buy a computer, it will go to India. If we purchase fruits and vegetables it will go to Mexico, Honduras and Guatemala. If we purchase a good car, it will go to Germany. If we purchase useless crap [everyday consumer goods – Ed], it will go to Taiwan and none of it will help keep the American economy afloat.

     The only way to keep that money here at home is to spend it on prostitutes and beer, since these are the only products still produced in the US . And I've been doing my part.." 
The Editor continues. “I have long held the view that the United Kingdom has little to learn from the United States in matters Social, or Political. Now I’m absolutely sure..  Just a little problem with paying ‘prostitutes’. A big percentage of these ‘ladies’ have a drug habit and this surely subsidised by income from fiscal f*cking. Consequently, economies of countries like Colombia and Afghanistan are the major winners..”
     “So we decide to spend our money on Space Models in order to keep money flowing around the system?!?  But think, a lot of Model Rocketry stuff from ‘Stateside Estes and others, is now manufactured in China and needs shipping around the World. Naturally, this fuels the Chinese economy and pays (rather than ‘fuels’..) the Arabs. FAI Space Modelling?!? ..well, we’ll just buy/fly more stuff. But this comes from emergent economies in Eastern Europe – Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, Serbia, Russia, Ukraine et al. No better then, for us in the ‘rich’, but now far from decadent West! Looks like we’ll all end up going cap in hand to Messrs Taborsky, Jelinek, ‘chirpy’ Cipcic and the rest, to ensure we still have a future.”
     “Fortunately for Ceska, Slovensko, Polska, Srbija, Rossija, Ukraina and the rest, half of the ‘American solution’ -  purchase & consumption of fabulous domestic pivos + wodka, sljivovice etc will surely bolster domestic economies in this hour of need...in  the short term. However...alcoholic.imbibition may insulate the proletariat from reality. And over-imbibition soon becomes abuse and will put pressure on the free health services and bankrupt governments all the quicker!”
     “Enough, must go and make a pot of tea...NO! ..that will finance India & Sri Lanka; coffee (Columbia, Jamaica, Brazil etc..)!  Then turn on the cooker then...but.the gas comes from Russia!?!  It’s over...really, seriously OVER!!”
Комисcар минаков...we need a PLAN!!
Awesome...just awesome!  This would be a ‘Firkin Funny’...if it wasn’t so near the goddamn truth!!  Thanks are offered to Alenka for this gem.
________________________________________________
Ringpiece... any more for any more?!?
THAT’S ALL Folks!! Just time to remind Space Modellers that the opening World Cup of 2009 is really only days away!
To refresh memories, the..

5th Catalunya Cup, hosted by the Reial Aericlub de Lleida..

.. takes place over the weekend of 4-5 APRIL 2009

See you there?!?

interspace..


